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Abstract®

Background: Breastfeeding is the goid standard when it comes to infant
nutrition, and no artificiatly produced infant formula will ever be able to replace it. In
the first years of life, breast mill protects infants from infections by passing on their
mothers’ antibodies, In Thailand, there were many studies on prevaletce and
determinants of breastfeeding since National Breastfeeding Project began in 1989,
Only few studies related o effects of breastfeeding on child’s health and development
outcomes. Objectives of this study are (1) to examine the demographic and
socioeconomic determinants of breastfeeding practices, {2) to expiore the association
between breastfeeding and child’s health outcomes, and (3) to investigate relationship
between of breastfecding duration and early childhood development. Methodology:
The Thalland Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS3 and MICS4) are the main
data source, Regression models are used to study the demographic and socio-
economic determinants of breastfed initiation and breastfeeding for under five
children. 1 perform regression models to assess the effects of breastfeeding on child’s
nutritional indices, acuie infectious diseases, and early childhood development.
Findings: Rural women were more likely to start breastfeeding within one hour and
one day rather than who live in wrban area. There were different in probability of
having exclusively breastfed among new borh infants lving in difference area and
regions. Breastfed and non-breastfed infants had the same weight and height when
they were aged less than 6 months, Protective effect for diarrhoea was found among
breastfed infants, No relationship between breastfeeding and child develapinent was
found, Mother's education and family’s wealth were significantly effect to early
childhood development.
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